ae Concordia 


Spring 
1990-91 


For supporters of the Faculty of 


Arts and Science 


Communication Studies graduates 


take on the world 


by Paul Serralheiro 


Concordia’s Communication Studies Department 
has good reason to pat itself on the back during 
this, its 25th anniversary year. It has 
distinguished itself as one of the best 
departments of its kind in the world. 


A sure sign is the calibre of the graduates it has produced — 
graduates who number among the best in the field. The Affiliate 
spoke to some graduates now working in print, radio, television, 
film and research. 

Fiona Downey, reporter, writer and weekend anchor on CBC 
television’s Newswatch, graduated from the Department in 1983. 
Although her course of studies yielded concrete results for 
Downey, she went into the Department not for the job opportuni- 
ties, but to pursue intellectual interests. 

“T put together everything that I was interested in and things 
that I was good at,” she explains, “and thought Communication 
Studies sounded interesting.” She eventually landed work at 
CBC. 

Another Communication Studies graduate working at CBC is 
Philip Szporer. He has been a regular freelance producer since 
1983, a year or so after graduating from the diploma programme. 
Before that, Szporer had been working as a ghost writer for Hans 
Selye, the stress theory expert, and as a freelancer for such 
publications as Cinema Canada, Open City and Concordia’s Thursday 
Report. 

“I didn’t feel print was what I wanted to do,” Szporer remem- 
bers. “I had always been fascinated by film and was a great 
listener to radio.” Communication Studies allowed 
him to “get into an area that was more suited to 
what I wanted to do.” It was a film on the Native 
Friendship Centre, called “Place for Our People” — 
which he produced at the Department— that got 


"Passion" is 
what Fiona 


Nathalie Petrowski photo: Pierre Charbonneau 


Nathalie Petrowski, the flamboyant pop-culture writer, TV 
personality and sometime columnist for Le Devoir, graduated 
from the Department in 1975. She came to Communication 
Studies out of a love for and desire to make films. Getting a job in 
print journalism was something of an accident. 

“Thad to earn a living,” is her explanation. In her last year at 
Concordia she was pop music critic at Le journal de Montreal. She 
went on to pursue her interest in pop music at Le Devoir after 
graduating. Recently Petrowski has returned to film, her first 
love, completing a documentary on Montreal’s fabled Cirque du 
Soleil. In addition, she has become a novelist with the publication, 
late last year, of Il restera toujours le Nebraska by Les Editions du 
Boréal. 

While their reasons for enrolling in Communication Studies 
may be varied, all the graduates have praise for the 
Department. Some also have criticism. 

“Passion” is what Fiona Downey remembers most 
about the Department. “We were all enthusiastic—it 
wasn’t like doing work. It was really, really stimulating,” 


him noticed by radio producers. He was interviewed Downey she says. On the negative side, she feels something more 
on CBC radio, and soon found himself working remembers could have been done to introduce students to the 

there, producing material for shows like “Brave New realities of the professional world, possibly through an 
Waves”, “Radio Noon”, “AirCraft”, and “Good Morn- most about internship programme. 

ing Québec”. He has also been doing work for the the For Philip Szporer, the Department gave him not only 
BBC, and will be directing Pagans, a play to be Department the chance to have hands-on experience with various 
presented as part of an upcoming fringe theatre ; 

festival on the Main. ~ see COMMUNICATIONS on page 4 
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Major award for Nino Ricci 


by Ray Beauchemin 


Concordia alumnus Nino Ricci 
is the winner of the 1990 

Governor-General’s Award for 
Fiction for Lives of the Saints. 


Nino Ricci graduated from the Master’s 
Programme in Creative Writing in 1987, 
and lectured in Creative Writing and 
Canadian literature that year. The thirty- 
one year-old upset the favourite in the 
national book-writing award, three-time 
winner Alice Munro. 

Last fall he was nominated for the 1990 
QSPELL Award, which honours Québec’s 
English-language works. He lost to 
Mordecai Richler. Lives of the Saints also 
won a Vancouver prize, the F.G. Bressani 
Award, which 
honours Italian 
contributions to 
the understand- 
ing of multi- 
culturalism in 
Canada, and the 


‘.. blessed with 
the rare ability 
to create a 
world entire 


prestigious W.H. 
and make us Smith/Books in 
believe init.’ Canada First 

Novel Award. 


Ricci tries not 
to let it all get to him. The prize money is 
welcome, because it frees him to write. "I 
don’t think most people do this kind of 
thing for the awards or for the money. I 
feel quite committed to my writing and to 
moving forward with it. I don’t consider 
Lives of the Saints a point of arrival for 
me. I really saw it as the first of many 
books, and I hope that I will move on, both 
in terms of my understanding of writing, 
and my ability to assimilate experience 
and present it in a challenging way.” 

That presentation is what led Globe & 
Mail literary critic William French to write 
that Ricci "is blessed with the rare ability 
to create a world entire and make us 
believe in it." 

It wasn’t easy, by any means. Lives of 
the Saints, the original version of which 
was Ricci’s Master’s thesis, underwent 
"probably, after the first draft, two or three 
major revisions in which things changed 
substantially in each revision, and then 
four or five sort of minor revisions where I 
went through and changed words or 
sentence structures.” Some of that hap- 
pened in a workshop with former Concor- 
dia Lecturer Clark Blaise, but most of it 
happened under the tutelage of his thesis 


advisor, Concordia Creative Writing 
Lecturer Terry Byrnes. 

"He was fairly hard on me in those 
initial stories, while at the same time 
being very encouraging and saying that it 
obviously showed a great deal of poten- 
tial - even though there were a great 
number of things about it that he didn’t 
like. Lappreciated that. By the time I got 
to the novel, I think I dealt with some of 
those exceptions, though not all of them." 

The novel draws from Ricci’s Italian 
background, his family in Leamington, 
Ontario, where he grew up, and his 
mother’s village in Italy. The story is 
about a young woman named Cristina 
Innocente; it’s told from the perspective 
of her 7-year-old son, Vittorio. 

Lives of the Saints is the first book in a 
trilogy. The second novel, In a Glass 
House, takes place in Canada after 
Christina and Vittorio’s immigration here. 
The third will return the narrator to Italy 
to confront the mentality that currently 
pervades Italian villages . 

Ricci said the books are "about the way 
we look for meaning in our lives, about 
the way we try to structure our experi- 
ence so that it does have meaning, so it 
seems to be moving toward some goal.” 

His goal these days is to continue with 
his writing. The second novel in the 
trilogy is in its third draft. Although 
Concordia English Professor Gary 
Geddes’ Cormorant Books published the 
first novel, Ricci said he hasn’t thought 
about publishers for the second. Lives of 
the Saints was picked up by British 
publishers Allison and Busby, and in the 
United States, by the large New York 
publisher, Knopf. 


photo: Scott Lawrence 
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Genocide examined 


by Steve Meurice 


After 11 years of research, 
two Concordia professors 
have published a 
comprehensive history of 
genocide in the hope that it 
can help prevent future 
atrocities. 


In The History and Sociology of 
Genocide, Sociology Professor Kurt 
Jonassohn and History Professor Frank 
Chalk examine cases of genocide 
throughout history and the conditions 
that caused them. But the book is more 
than an academic treatise. "We're not 
ivory tower scholars," Jonassohn said. 
"We hope we can make some contribu- 
tion, however modest, to preventing 
such things from happening in the 
future.” 

For many, "genocide" evokes well- 
documented mass killings such as the 
Nazi Holocaust, the slaughter of the 
Armenians by the Turks, and the 
Khmer Rouge’s "killing fields" in 
Cambodia. As Chalk and Jonassohn 
point out in their book, this act of 
inhumanity has a long history. 


Ideology the motive 


Before the 20th century, genocide 
was most often committed against 
foreign people for some kind of eco- 
nomic or territorial gain, or to eliminate 
a perceived external threat. In this 
century, however, genocide has taken 
ona different rationale. Ideology has 
become the prime motive, and the 
victims often are citizens of the perpe- 
trator state. 

"[’m interested in knowledge for its 
own sake," Jonassohn said. "But more 
importantly, I like to think that what we 
do has some effect, that maybe more 
people will oppose [genocide] rather 
than be passive bystanders." 

Chalk and Jonassohn have been 
teaching a course on genocide together 
since 1979. In 1987, they founded the 
Montréal Institute for Genocide Studies. 
Jonassohn said he hopes the book, 
published by Yale University Press, can 
be used as a text for other courses on 
genocide in other universities. 

The History and Sociology of Genocide 
is available at the University bookstore. 
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Kapoor wins award for work on aquatic insect 


by Bronwyn Chester functioning of the sensory organs of taken with the microscope). 
"Paragnetina media’s" mouth parts. Kapoor said his interest in the stonefly is 

Using a scanning electron microscope, mainly scientific curiosity, though there’s 
which both magnifies the subject and also a practical component. Although 
shows it in three dimensions, Kapoor Kapoor does not study the ecology of 
University of Waterloo, a identified some of the possible functions of __ stoneflies per se, he knows from earlier 
colleague suggested he look at the organs. Kapoor has won international research that they are sensitive to changes 

Chics i > science awards for his electron micro- in the temperature, chemistry and acidity of 

stoneflies instead of fish. Twenty graphs (the proper name for photographs _ their stream. A decrease in the stonefly 


years later, Kapoor is still fasci- population affects the whole food 
nated by these aquatic insects. chain, he said, and "plecoptera is the 


trout’s favourite food. Stoneflies can 
be used as an indicator of pollution. 

| Their disappearance is one of the first 
signs of a dying stream." 

One particular part of the stonefly 
life process that fascinates Kapoor is 
the drumming ritual used by male 
flies. The male hits his abdomen 
against a stone; only virgin females 
will respond and only to the beat of a 
male of her own species. "It’s their 
song," said Kapoor. "These species’ 


When Biology Professor 
Narinder Kapoor taught at the 


“a 


Last September, his efforts were re- 
warded with the Rolling Stonefly Award, 
given every four years by the Plecoptera 
(Latin for stonefly) Society, for the five 
most innovative scholarly papers on the 
insect. 

Kapoor's prize- 
winning paper, one 


Stoneflies of 55 submissions, 
can be used was first published 


as an mn ee 13 ; specific sounds are used to identify 
indicator of sear ie ee af some of the 3,000 species of 


pollution. described his plecoptera.. 


observations of the Narinder Kapoor photo: Charles Bélanger 


Concordia launches three-year image campaign 
University proposes “Real Education for the Real World”. 


Concordia University has launched a three-year, $600,000 
institutional “Image Campaign” to support its recruitment and 
fund-raising programmes. Directed at anglophone, francophone 
and allophone audiences, the campaign’s creative strategy is 


‘75 and MBA '79) appear on transit system panels in the initial 
stages of the advertising campaign. 

Arts and Science graduates Marianna Simeone (BA ’86), 
Director of the Italian Chamber of Commerce (Canada) and 


predicated on the results of 
market research conducted 
during 1988 and 1989 
among current Concordia 
students, CEGEP students, 
CEGEP faculty advisors, 
parents, alumni, faculty, 
staff and business leaders. 

Using the slogan “Real 
Education for the Real 
World” in English and “On 
vous prépare pour le 
monde” in its French-lan- 
guage advertising, the 
campaign began in Mon- 
tréal in mid-March. Later, it 


will be extended into the Toronto and Ottawa areas. 


Montréal transit-system advertising panel 


Successful Concordia graduates are featured in a variety of 


media extolling the benefits of a Concordia education. The 
producer of award-winning films Jésus de Montréal and Un zoo 
la nuit Pierre Gendron (BA ‘75), television Musique Plus video 
host Sonia Benezra (BFA ’82) and Caisse centrale Desjardins 
President and Chief Operating Officer Humberto Santos (BComm 


LN IVER SIT § 
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Royal Trust President and 
Chief Executive Officer 


Ils en Michel Petit (BA 69) are 


featured in French-lan- 


ont guage newspaper ads. 


English-language ads 


fait du will feature CFCF televi- 
chemin! 


sion’s Pulse news anchor 
Mutsumi Takahashi (BA 
‘79, and a current MBA 
student) and McAuslan 
Brewing Company Presi- 
dent Peter McAuslan 
(BA’72 ). Later, messages 
will appear in the student 
press, TV commercials 


and a promotional video. 

Some components of the campaign, such as the TV com- 
mercials, will run nationally on cable channels YTV, (the Youth 
Channel), TSN (the Television Sports Network), MuchMusic, 
and their French-language counterparts, Musique Plus and 
RDS (Réseau des Sports). JOANISSEsROBERTS Commu- 
nications of Montréal is co-ordinating the project. 


FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 


Arts and 
Science is a 
vibrant collection of 
people, places and 
activities. 
The Affiliate aims the 
spotlight on just a 
few of them. 


* Sociology and Anthropology Professor 
Dominique Legros received a grant from 
the federal Department of Indian Affairs for 
his pilot project on the culture of the Tutch- 
one Indians. 


* Political Science Professor Line Bernier 
delivered her paper, “State-Owned Enter- 
prise in Québec: The Full Cycle 1960-1990,” 
at the American Council for Québec Studies 
in Chicago last fall. At the same conference, 
Guy Lachapelle, also from the Political 
Science Department, delivered his paper, 
“The Editorial Position of Le Devoir during 
the October Crisis.” 


* Political Science Chair Henry Habib and 
Professor Paris Arnopoulos both attended 


and delivered papers at the Journées inter- 
nationales organised by the Institut Charles 
de Gaulle in Paris in November to mark the 
100th anniversary of de Gaulle’s birth. 


* Sociology and Anthropology Professor 
David Howes presented a paper last No- 
vember on “Intimate Sensing: Rethinking the 
Drive Toward Remote Sensing” at Summit 
2000: Preparing for the First Global Civili- 
zation. The conference was hosted by the 
Aresty Institute of Education at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania's Wharton School in 
Philadelphia. 


* The Globe and Mail, Le Journal de Mon- 
tréal, and Le Devoir all highlighted Simone 
de Beauvoir Institute's Chantal Maillé and 
her book, Primed for Power/Vers un Nou- 
veau Pouvoir, prepared for the National 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women. 


* Psychology Professor Campbell Perry 
received the Morton Prince Award at the 
41st Annual Convention of the Society for 
Clinical and Experimental Hypnosis (SCEH) 
in Tucson, Arizona. The prize is awarded 
annually, when appropriate, by the SCEH 
and by the American Board of Psychological 
Hypnosis. It is for distinguished contribution 
to the development of hypnosis in the sci- 
ence and profession of psychology. 
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Wynne Francis 
Award created 


by Buzz Bourdon 


When Wynne 
Francis started 
teaching English, 
Canada was in the 
throes of World War 
Il. Few, if any, of her 
students of today 
were born, and 
Concordia’s birth was 
decades away. 

Francis, who 
specializes in Cana- 
dian poetry, joined 
Sir George Williams’ 
English department 
in 1942 and has 
taught here ever since. She retired from full- 
time teaching last year. 

To mark the occasion, she established the 
Wynne Francis Award, an annual cash award to 
be given to a student in the graduate pro- 
gramme who writes the best thesis on Canadian 
poetry or on the theory and criticism of Cana- 
dian poetry. The award is also open to those in a 
special individual doctoral programme. 

Francis, who has stayed on as a permanent 
part-time instructor, has contributed $5,000 as 
the nucleus of the award. 

English Department Chair Gerald 
Auchinachie summed up the feeling of many of 
her colleagues and friends at Concordia, "I think 
she deserves our generous support in this, her 
enterprise of the spirit." Auchinachie added that 
Francis is an important role model for female 
students. "She had both a family and a career 
and has risen to the top. It’s inspirational to see 
that someone can function so well over the years 
and still be as enthusiastic about teaching." 


photo: Ron Simon 
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media, but allowed him to meet professionals in 
the field, and thereby gain a foothold in the 
professional world. 

Although Petrowski found some of her 
courses exceptionally stimulating, “particularly 
the ones dealing with film,” she remembers that 
at the time there was a lack of focus on Québec 
culture. 

The list of distinguished graduates does not, 
of course, end here. It includes many others, like 
Joan Pennefather, head of the National Film 
Board; Pierre Gendron, producer of Un Zoo la 
Nuit and Jésus de Montréal; Hanna Gartner, of 
television’s The Fifth Estate; and Bill Roberts, 
Senior Managing Director of TV Ontario. One 
can assume that in the years to come, the list will 
surely grow longer. 
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A Message from the Dean 


Faculty Committee 
on Development 
sets priorities 


The David McKeen Essay Competition, Irving Charles Bertrand, 
Layton Award in Creative Writing, Mair Verthuy Dean of Arts and Science 
Scholarship in Women’s Studies, Documentation 

Centre in Women’s Studies and Diploma 

Programme in Ecotoxicology to receive support. 


As you know, three years ago Concordia began an Annual 
Giving Campaign to provide funds for special projects at the 
Faculty level as well as the University level. As the fund grew, I 


established a Faculty Committee on Development to assist me in | hope that the 

setting priorities for the allocation of the contributions. example of this 
Two members of the faculty, Dr. John Drysdale from the first allocation 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology and Professor Mair will inspire 

Verthuy of Etudes francaises, two staff members, Ms. Marie-France each one of 

Sampson from the Department of Exercise Science and Ms. Carol 

Kleingrib from the Advancement Office, and one alumnus, Mr. you to 

Don Thomas from Canadian Pacific, agreed to serve on the commit- continue your 

aes support of the 
Iam pleased to announce that the Committee agreed to allocate Faculty of Arts 


$14,000 as the base funding for an annual prize to be awarded to and Science. 
the winner of the David McKeen Essay Competition. This competi- 

tion will be open to all undergraduate students in the Faculty and 

will carry a prize valued at approximately $1,200. 


The Committee felt that the competition would provide an 
excellent method of promoting excellence in writing throughout the 
Faculty. The competition announcement will emphasize the 
importance of writing skills in all courses in the Faculty and will 
urge all faculty members to help their students improve their 
writing skills. 


The Committee also agreed to allocate $2,000 to the Irving 
Layton Award in Creative Writing and $1,000 to the Mair Verthuy 
Scholarship in Women’s Studies. 


In addition, the Committee allocated $3,541 to the Documenta- 
tion Centre in Women’s Studies located in the Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute, for the purchase of additional research materials. 


Finally, the Committee allocated $3,356 to the Diploma Pro- 
gramme in Ecotoxicology for the purchase of equipment and 
materials. 


I know that you will agree with me when I thank the members 
of the Faculty Committee on Development for these ideas. I believe 
that these allocations show how wisely the Committee spent the 
contributions that depend on your generosity. I hope that the 
example of this first allocation will inspire each one of you 'to 
continue your support of the Faculty of Arts and Science. 


Event List May to September 1991 


ONGOING EVENTS 


Conservatoire d’art cinématographique 
Regular presentations of repertory films. 
Open to the general public. All showings in 
the Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de Maison- 
neuve Boulevard West. For more informa- 
tion and listings, call (514) 848-3878. 


Visual Arts Building Gallery 

Weekly exhibits of undergraduate student 
works. 1395 René-Levesque Boulevard. For 
information, call (514) 848-4676. 


Bourget Building Gallery 

Weekly exhibits of graduate student works. 
1230 Mountain Street. For information, call 
(514) 848-4607. 


Contemporary Dance: Student Produc- 
tions 
For information, call (514) 848-4740. 


Concordia Art Gallery 

May 16th - June 22nd: Marion Wagschal: 
Bacchus/Bacchante 

June 27th - July 20th: Undergraduate 
Student Exhibition 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


Science Exhibition 
October 26, 27th - Held at Stewart Hall, 
176 Lakeshore Road in collaboration with 
the Pointe Claire Cultural Centre. For 
more information: Bob Pallen: 848-3383. 


CONCORDIA CONCERT HALL 


7141 Sherbrooke Street West (Loyola Cam- 
pus). (Metro Vendome - 105 bus). For ticket 
information and the full schedule of con- 
certs, call (514) 848-7928. Concerts at 8:00 
pm. Programme subject to change. 


Saturday, May 11th - Natasha Turovsky - 
violin. Diploma Recital. 

Sunday, May 12th - SPCA Benefit. 

Monday, May 13th - Angela Chen - piano. 
Diploma Recital. 

Tuesday, May 14th - Marlene Basarb - 
piano. Diploma Recital. 

Wednesday, May 15th - Laurie Milkman 
and guests. 

Thursday, May 16th - Thierry Prieur - 
piano. Diploma Recital. 

Friday, May 17th - Jia Yu Xie - piano. 
Diploma Recital. 

Saturday, May 18th - Laura Fenster - 
piano. Diploma Recital. 

Sunday, May 19th - Laurie Milkman and 
guests 


ALUMNI EVENTS 


Friday, May 24th, Blue Bonnets 

Enjoy anight at the races. For more informa- 
tion, call the Office of Alumni Affairs at (514) 
848-3817. 


Second Annual Homecoming 

Weekend of events to take place October 3, 
4, 5th. For more information, call the Office 
of Alumni Affairs at (514) 848-3815. 


Faculty Affiliation Programme 


The Affiliate for supporters of the Fac- 
ulty of Arts and Science is published by the 
Faculty in association with the Office of 
University Advancement and the Public 
Relations Department. 

The Faculty Affiliation Programme at 
Concordia University is a vehicle for rec- 
ognition of important donors to the Annual 
Giving Programme. Different activities are 
planned for Faculty Supporters (donors of 
$100 or more per year), Faculty Associ- 
ates (donors of $250 or more per year), 
and members of the Dean’s Circle (donors 
of $500 or more per year) all of whom will 
receive The Affiliate on a regular basis. 

Results of the Annual Giving Pro- 
gramme will be published in the Concor- 
dia University Magazine. 

Affiliate Editorial Board: Dean Charles 
Bertrand, Carole Kleingrib (University Ad- 
vancement), Laurie Zack (Public Rela- 
tions). 


For further information, call the Office of 
University Advancement (514) 848-4856. 
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The Faculty of Arts and Science 
Profile 1990-91 


Dean: 

Dr. Charles Bertrand (PhD, Wisconsin), 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Science since July 1, 1985. 

Vice Deans: 

Research, Space and Technical Services: 
Dr. Paul Albert (PhD, New 
Brunswick), 

Curriculum and International Coopera- 

tion: 

Dr. Florence Stevens (PhD, 
Université de Genéve), 

Academic Planning: 

Dr. Charles White (PhD, 
Stanford), 

Student Affairs: 

Dr. Sylvia Ruby (PhD, Western 
Ontario). 


Total Number of Faculty: 1,116 
Full-time established positions: 447 
Part-time contract positions: 669 
Total Number of Students: 12,383 
Graduate: 906 full-time, 
432 part-time 
Undergraduate: 6,738 full-time, 
4,308 part-time 


1989-90 Operating Budget: $ 44,909,498 
Total Research and Grants: $ 5,283,878 
Departments: 

The Faculty of Arts and Science has 27 
departments. 

Colleges, Institutes, Schools & Centres: 
The Institute for Cooperative - Education, 
The Liberal Arts College, Lonergan 
University College, The School of Com- 
munity and Public Affairs, The Science 
College, The Simone de Beauvoir Institute 
and Women’s Studies 


Contact Person: Office of the Dean: 848- 
2081 


Robert Cannon Rae: 
Sir George Williams 
fourth Principal dies 


Robert C. Rae, Sir George Williams University’s 
fourth Principal and Vice-Chancellor from 1962 to 
1968, died recently in Toronto. During his career at 
one of Concordia’s founding institutions, he was Dean 
of Sir George Williams College in 1956 and Vice- 


Principal in 1961-62. 


Under Rae’s leadership, Sir George Williams 
moved beyond its infant ties with the YMCA and 
completed construction of its own 12-storey home, 
the Henry F. Hall Building, which opened in 1966. 


oto: University Archives 


